Symptom assessment of patients with chronic obstructive pulmonary disease.
The primary purpose of this secondary data analysis was to evaluate the efficacy and suitability of the Memorial Symptom Assessment Scale (MSAS) for use with patients with severe chronic obstructive pulmonary disease (COPD). Symptoms experienced by patients with severe COPD were assessed in the original investigation using the 32-item MSAS. The sample consisted of 72 individuals with COPD ranging in age from 36 to 79 years. To increase its efficiency for use with severely ill COPD patients, the original MSAS was shortened to include the 19 most frequently reported symptoms. Reliability of the revised tool remained high (Cronbach's alpha = .86). Content and convergent validity of the revised tool were also established. The revised MSAS appears to be an appropriate measure of the multidimensional, multisymptom experience of patients with severe COPD.